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• • „ rP n0 t really inconsistent, and both are a natural result 
n« author thinks that school hours are 
“ ,ne ® C j ,^3/ more time could be done in about four hours daily, 
‘ 00 ° ng ’ w ach ieved by the devotion to the ordinary school routine of 
to,; m more' hours per week, and that the time thus sa.ed should be 
devoted to such subjects as music, carpentry, and the like. Of course, 
: s/ne Qud non is the application of Science to Education, and this 
brines us again to the same point, that in any reform of our system of 
education, the first essential is to teach the teachers how to impart the 
knowledge they have themselves acquired. 

I can merely mention the discussion in the Tunes of recent dates on 
elementary school teaching as an employment for educated ladies ; an 
article by Sir. B. W. Richardson, on 44 Athleticism/’ in the Saturday 
Review for this week; 44 The Ideal Boy and the Real” ( Spectator ) f 
and the long and interesting account in the Forum of 44 Chatauqua, its 
aims and influence.” This scheme on which our National Home Read- 
ing Union has been modelled, has been carried out with characteristic 
American energy, and is well worthy of study. 

The following from the Daily Chronicle is interesting : 

“A great deal is being done at this time of the year to develop a love 
of nature in the London child by trips into the country, but it is at best 
only a small fraction of the whole number who can go. There is some- 
thing, therefore, to be said for a movement which aims at bringing nature 
to the child, instead of the child to nature. Of such a kind is the 
movement for providing elementary schools with pictures by first-rate 
artists of beautiful glimpses in their immediate neighbourhood. The 
experiment began some time ago by circulating among the East-end Board 
schools a chalk pastel of Aldgate High Street at sunset. 

“ The results of this experiment were very suggestive. Scarcely any of 
the children, when asked, had seen, or rather observed, a red sky before, 
nor did they know at what time of the day such an effect was to be looked 
for. Once guided, however, the child quickly learns the trick of observation, 
and in these schools the children soon began to have an eye for ‘ red skies/ 

J he success of this experiment has suggested that a collection of such 
pictures should be circulated among the schools of East London, and 
Toynbee Hall has made itself responsible for the circulation. The trustees 
will aim at securing pictures by first-rate artists in this London work, as 
tor instance, Mr. Walter Severn and Mr. Herbert Marshall. The plan 
wi necessarily entail some expense, and ^100 is still needed to give it a 

ai ! A ny subscri Ptions may be sent to the Warden, Toynbee Hall, 

or to Mrs. Ada Montefiore Nicholls, 2, Talbot square, W.” 

August ijh, i8q 5 . Pater Junior. 


OUR WORK. 


House of Education . — Extract frnm ^ 

Theory Teaching wovkcd b y ttud^toTSe* HomTof EdS “ 
Ambles.de, Midsummer, 1895.-“ The practical application of ptinc S 
was as usual, well understood. In all questions asking the teacher tee 
forth her plan of action in any given case, I was greatly pleased to note 
much good sense and adaptability. The consistently elevated tone of the 
work done deserves warm commendation.” 

P. A. BARNETT. 

H.M. Inspector of Training Colleges. 


Class I. 

CLASS LIST. 
Class II. 

Class III. 

R. Leney 

j E. Flower 

M. Leney 

0. Bertrand 

f M. Seerohm 



N. Magill 
G. Frere 
E. Clark 

F. A. BARNETT, H.M.I., 
T. G. ROOPER, h.m.i. 

following students 

have obtained the Diploma of the National 


Health Society : 

R. Leney E. Flower 

O. Bertrand M. L. Seerohm 

E. Clark M. Leney 

Report of the Examiner in Sloyd. — 44 The work on the whole was very 
well done ; the measurements were most accurate, and the drawing was 
good. The students had evidently been very well taught.” 

{Signed) A. SUTCLIFFE, 

Examiner . 


CLASS 

Class I. 

M. Disbrey 
M. L. Seerohm 
E. Clark 
G. Flower 

Report on Natural History Note 
which I place in order of merit thus : 

Class II. 

C. Flower 
M. T. Roper 
E. Clarke 
M. L. Seerohm 


LIST. 

Class II. 

O. Bertrand 
G. Frere 

M. Trevor Roper 

N. Magill 

Books. — Nine books have been sent, 

Class III. 

G. Frere 

O. Bertrand 
r. Leney 

M. Leney 

N. Magill 
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”77 to the standard of excellence of both work 

i’ntelec url work on the same subjects as the books received l asl 
° f th h P r is e*ood and careful, and some of the original notes in the 

Varies ” are very interesting, especially about birds For example, Miss 

Frere’s Rooks, and Miss Magill’s Cannibal Blackbirds. Miss Roper’s 
Flower Drawing gives promise of unusual excellence if persevered with. 

HERBERT D. GET Ha dt 


Next term begins Saturday, September 28th. 

Parents' Review School.— We have received very good reports on the 
Midsummer Examination. The parents appear well satisfied with the 
progress made. We are glad to notice an improvement in the Arithmetic 
in many cases. May we again suggest that, where children continue 
weak in this subject, help should be obtained from an Elementary School- 
Master. Next term begins Monday, September 16th. 


THE “P.R.” LETTER BAG. 

[_ The Editor is not responsible for the opinions oj Correspondents .] 


Dear Editor, — 1 cannot refrain from contributing, through your 
columns, my small tribute of respect and admiration to the unknown 
author of the one anonymous article in the Parents' Review for the 
current month. Common sense must surely prevail in welcoming so 
excellent a treatise on this vitally important subject ; and such words 
of sound counsel from a healthy mind are calculated to strengthen and 
help many a parent, who may not yet have thoroughly weighed the 
matter, or had the moral courage to face duty on these points. 

For the article per se, and for its publication in the pages of your 
magazine, for which it is pre-eminently appropriate, I, for one, should like 
to testify my gratitude and appreciation. Indeed I would go so far as 
to say, that to continue for years to issue this monthly organ of the 
Parents’ National Educational Union, in which the high aims and wide 
scope of its principles are set forth and developed, and to perseveringly 
avoid any word of advice on one of the most anxious of all the serious 


responsibilities of parenthood — to keep our children from the evil, — woul 
be an omission that would stultify its usefulness, and a confession < 
weakness where we look for strength. 

Ignorance cannot be bliss unless it be complete, and that is wholl 
impossible to the growing mind. It is not wise to mistake it for innocence 
on the contrary, it would be safer to regard it as sin. If there is a rig! 
and a wrong way of acquiring everything in this world, surely there 
in this matter ; and which is to be preferred ? honest or dishonest, fair < 
oul J he desire to know about the laws which govern our bodies, whic 
id' S + ln ‘ tab 'y be aroused sooner or later in every mind except that of tl 1 
mot, in the common experience of life, in the constant puzzles that me< 
us in the pages of the Bible and of history, in the rehearsal of tl 
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Commandments and the teaching of the catechism, is perfectly natural, 
perfectly pure and wholesome in itself. Whose business then is it t<^ 
watch over and safeguard the developing intelligence, and reverently 
unfold the necessary explanation, as the mind is able to grasp it ? Is man 
more wise than his Maker that he should deem any portion of His 
handiwork unfit for veneration and honour? Is the seventh word of the 
Divine Decalogue no longer fit for the ears of our children, and its plain 
meaning to be wilfully ignored in their instruction ? Does not our Blessed 
Lord Himself set us the example-let me say it in all reverencc-of plain 
speaking on this subject, as on other natural processes of these bodies of 
ours, so fearfully and wonderfully made, and which He has for ever raised 
dignified, consecrated, exalted even unto heaven itself? It is a false 
modesty which can tolerate, nay, uphold and advocate, such demonstra- 
tions of sins against marriage as are now common in the drama and the 
novel, and yet shudder at the idea of instructing our youth in the 
physiological laws of our nature, shared with every living creature that 
hath life. Is flagrant illustration of the wrong and its consequences better 
than practical instruction in the right, and in what to avoid and how 
to avoid it ? 

Is it better to attempt the purification of society by the light of the 
gospel of Ibsen, as portrayed upon the stage ; or to forewarn, and so 
forearm, our youth of both sexes by the aid of such an exposition as the 
Sermon on the Mount ? Much embarrassment caused by children’s 
remarks in company, by passages in the Lessons and other services in 
church, especially the Marriage Service, might be avoided, nay, surely 
much sin, sorrow, degradation and vice might be hindered, could we 
but resolutely strive to establish a better tone and more proper feeling 
among parents of all ranks and classes regarding their sacred obligations 
in this matter. To silence the first symptom of desire to understand the 
truth by suggestions of mystery and secret whispering can only drive 
the inquirer in time to surreptitious consultations of dictionaries, news- 
papers, inferior minds, vulgar and corrupt influences. 

I must not trespass further on your space, and will only add that the 
suggestions of the article in question as to the method of conveying such 
knowledge, leave nothing to be desired. Should any mother require a 
sanction for these principles, I find it in the example and centre of true 
womanhood, the type and expression of whatsoever is good, pure and 
lovely, the spotless ever virgin mother, whose spontaneous inquiry on 
receiving the stupendous message of the Annunciation, as recorce y 
St. Luke, for our learning, shows that practical instruction is not on y 
compatible with, but perhaps necessary to perfect purity. 

A Mother. 


. .. T . a 0 ii vmi how very valuable I consider the 

Dear Editor, —I must tell you now vei y n 

Article in July, on Purity. My bo, -aid to, -once _ Ah ™th<^f Ml 

boys were told the things you told me, t 

J _ r ibn nrrifpr ' 




